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Farewell to Pete’ Silvan! 


•••••• 


Pete started to work for Standard 
Oil of California on September 11, 1918 
as a mechanic at Los Angeles where he 
remained for several years, following 
which he was a traveling mechanic for 
the Company for 17 years, 

Pete Silvani first came to Arabia 
in 1938 and remained until 1942, When 
he returned to the States on Home Leave 
°ete JOINED the U S Army; he had his 
basic training at Camp Edwards, Boston, 
Mass, He was sent to Australia where, 
he was assigned to the task of install¬ 
ing motors in the invasion boats, among 
other duties, with the U S Engineers; 
Pete spent 14 months in Australia, He 
was honorably discharged in 1944, and 
returned to Arabia on Sept 20, 1944# 

# * • . ^ . . 4 

On July 28 Pete was 48 , and it is 
rumored he is to RETIRE, Not at that 
age, Pete, we will not believe you, Tou 
are in good physical health, and not 
even yourself can tell when you reach 
San Francisoo you may desire to tr&hs- 
fer back to SOCAL. 

Well, pete, whatever you do, your 
numerous friends in Arabia will always 
be wishing the best for you. Of course, 
you will keep in touch with your intim¬ 
ate friends and as soon as they hear 
Just what you are doing, we will let 
the whole field know, (Off the record, 
pete, the .wanderlust is still in your 
! veins and you will NOT retirel) ’’ete’s 
home address is 2701 West Avenue 31, 

Los Angeles, California, 

++++♦+++++++++♦++++++♦+++++++++++♦++++♦ 

Congratulations - 

Mr, & Mrs. Ed Field - who were 
married in Cairo on Sept 11, at 2 p.m. 
We believe Ozzie gave the bride away - 
and we will give full details next week, 


} 1 , ' . •»" 

Arrivals on September 17: ' 

Miss Elizabeth Clark for the Med¬ 
ical Dept;- George Johnson for AdministraJ- 
tion; Adele Kerr, Louis Hutchinson and 
Harry Walker for Refinery; James Baker, 
for MC&S; Phil Smith and Bob Saether for 
Engineering; Les Cruse (former BMC’er) 
for Commissary; Alexander Millicdn for 
General Services and Arthur Decker for 
Transportation, Horae Leavers returned: 
Roy Haug, Ernie Kraus, Bob Loughboro, 

Vern Thomas and Fred Vaughn. 

Families: Mrs, Eva Howze, Mrs, 
Belle Vaughn, Mrs, Helen Thompson, Mrs, 
Isabella Garland; Mrs, fterion Keck and 
daughter Susan Elien, and Mrs. Marcile 
Von Bieberstein for RaS Tanura, Mrs. 
Catherine Johnson, Mrs. Thelma Loughboro 
Mrs. Leila Eyre, Mrs, Pauline Haug,and 
daughters Joyceline and Jacqueline (even 
the names of these twins seem alike{), 
for Dhahran. 

Arrivals on September 21 (at 10:00 Tyf) 


Miss Dortha Smith for administra¬ 
tion; Robert Balfour and Bill Kidder 
for Refinery; Frank Dunbar, Ray Eldridg^, 
Mike Kochansky, Dick Me Connel, Jim 
Regnier, Frank Visconti, Ray Krause for 
General Services, And George O’Hara 
for Safety Engineering Division, 

l* 

Mr, I- Mrs. Paul Dale and daughter 
Patricia Rose, Mrs. C. T. Butler and so is 
George & Payne, Mrs. fr Mrs. Edward 
Field,. Mr. &■ Mrs, Warren Hodges and son 
Gary Lee, Mr, & Mrs. Fred Graff, Mr»,& 
Mrs, Charles Steitz, Mr, & Mrs, George 
Vivian, Mrs. Zadorkin and daughter 
Sandra, Mr. & Mrs, George Rentz and 
daughter Maureen Sheri. * 

* , . . 

And Home Leavers: George ratter- 
son, Tom Patton, and Sam Myers, 

To you all: We say ”Welcorae M J 
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ARABICA 

The Date Palm (II) 

(This is the second of three 

articles devoted to the topic 

of date culture and deals with 

the date groves of Qatif.) 

In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
the date palm is the most important 
food producing plant under cultiva¬ 
tion, and in most regions where agri¬ 
culture is possible, it constitutes 
an estimated ninety percent of total 
crops grown. The export of dates is 
a not inconsiderable source of nation¬ 
al income, while domestically they 
furnish the mass of the inhabitants 
with a staple of existence. 

In all of Saudi Arabia's date 
grove areas, the most renowned and 
productive one, next to Hofuf, is 
Qatif. Standing out in vigorous conr 
trast to.the tired yellpws, greys and 
browns of rocky, sandy A1 Hasa, a 
strip of living, waving green stretch¬ 
es for ten miles or more along the 
coast. Only thetpatchy turquoise and 
azure of the Gulf behind, or, on the 
inland side, the white of encroaching 
sand dunes, soften the paradox. 

f ~ i • f 1 - 0 0 9 • 9 

To the north, west and south 
of this main palm forest are a few 
smaller oases, leaser gems, as it 
were *— Safwah, Umm as Sahich, Al Ajam 
and others; and directly opposite Qatif 
is Tarut 'Island, with a large grove 
in its center. 

The Qatif oasis proper covers 
over 7000 acres, and if tho three 
smaller ones named are included, the 
area exceeds eleven and a quarter 
thousand acre*j still not counting 
several score minor date gardens 
sprinkled in between. 

A good grove may have seventy 
producing palms to, an acre, eaoh 
bearing three to four gillahs (sacks) 
of dates (the Qatifi gallah being 
62-64 lbs.). The value of the land 
as well as the quality of tlje dates 
produced vary according to the number 
of palms per acre, their age, the 
species of date, water supply and the 
type of soil. A gallah of dates may 
bring as little as SR 3-0^0 up to SR 
7-0-6 or more (figures for 1944). 

In Qatif the productive life 
of a palm runs upward of* 20 years, 
though after some 16 yeafs the 
quality of the fruit tends to de¬ 
crease. In other date-growing regions, 
such as North Africa, the yield span 
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is often much longer, the limiting 
factor in the Al Hasa coastal region 
being excessive humidity. 

Over a dozen quality species 
thrive there, however, besides a good 
nu;nber of minor and less esteemed 
ones. Ten of the main varieties are 
here listed, in approximate order of 
riTuning (phonetic spellings accord¬ 
ing to Qatifi pronunciation): 

bchairah (or bushrah), khnaizi, 
ghur ra h, * uwainaat, khlaaS, 

Halaau abyaDH, Halaau AHraar, 
khaSaayib 'aSfuur (or Hujuub), 

Sbaawah and Hlaali. 

Most highly regarded and most 
widely planted are the first three 
Mflkfcdfct The bchairah, much sought 
by the native epicure, is short, 
yellow and medium sweet. The long 
and slender khnaizi is as pleasing 
to the eye as to the palAte; for it 
is red in its bisr and irTab (third 
and fourth) stages of ripening, 
while in the tamr (completely ripe) 
stage it turns black; and the sight 
of a graceful palm laden with bunch¬ 
es of intermingled red and black 
dates is an aesthetic feast in it¬ 
self. The ghurrah, like the 
bchairah, is yellow, but it is longer 
and sweeter. 

Most known to the outsider, 
it would seem, are the khlaaS and the 
Halaau, and one or the other is not 
uncommonly mentioned in travel 
accounts. Hanging bunches of Halaau 
aHmar ("red sweets") are also a 
gratifying sight — a subtle and in¬ 
describable shade of rosy orange. 

’Among the minor suedes are 
the ’ammaarl, khaSiib rzaiz, 
khaSiib Hinna, du'aida’, maajl and 
dahhaan. These are of inferior 
quality and are usually sacked to¬ 
gether, under the collective name 
"sirkaal", and used for donkey fodder 
— and by wayward citizens, sad to 
say, for payment of taxes. 

The Qatif date gardens are 
almost all privately owned, and they 
are operated largely by tenant 
farmers. Extensive plots, however, 
belong to the Bedu, and each year, 
from latter July through September, 
the nomads appear from the desert 
in large numbers and camp in the 
vicinity, in particular at 'Anech; 
ones a Turkish outpost, which lies 
on the Gulf Shore at the southern 
fringe of the main groves. Some of 
them work their own plots, others 
hire out as pickers. The Bedu and 
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ARABICA - continued 

the townspeople live and work thus 
in business harmony for the duration 
of the harvest. i 

Nestled in the center of the 
area, and except on the sea side 
quite surrounded by palms, is the 
historic town of Qatif itself; and 
numerous lesser towns and villages 
are scattered throughout its length. 
From the port of «iatif each year tons 
of salluuq (early dates preserved by 
boiling) are shipped in light-draft 
sailing craft to India and other 
neighboring lands. 

The same problems which con¬ 
front every farmer also beset the 
Qatifi date grower, and amongst these 
are spacing and irrigation. The 
JinifrGd States Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia, made, amongst others, 
the following observations: 

Closer spacing of trees, always 
a temptation to the poorer grower, 
offsets yield in direct proportion, 
so that nothing is gained thereby. 
Perhaps, for that matter, little is 
lost, as far as the date crop is 
concerned. Nevertheless, it would 
pay the }atifi farmer well to space 
his palms less closely, for the in¬ 
creased amount of cultivable soil 
and the greater amount of sunlight 
would make possible a considerably 
larger output of other crops, such as 
grapes, melons and alfalfa, with no 
decrease in the quantity and quality 
of dates produced. 

Less irrigation and more drain¬ 
age would considerably increase the 
date yield; make possible the thriv¬ 
ing of many fruit trees now grown 
only on a small scale, such as limes, 
figs, grapes, peaches, apricots and 
papaya, as well as permit the intro¬ 
duction of new varieties; and 
incidentally deprive mosquitos of a 
goodly part of their breeding haunts. 

But even these improvements, 
when they materialize, will be but a 
graft upon the art and science of 
dates growing as it is known in ^atif. 
The smallest child there unconsciously 
thinks and lives date culture, and 
the average inhabitant, young or old, 
can glance at a tree and tell you 
with fair accuracy its species, sex 
and probable yield, and name to you 
well nigh its every Ipotanical part, 
and to what use it may be put. This 
is a part of his heritage from the. 
countless generations who have lived 
and died there under the palms before 
him. B. H. Smeaton 


MEMORY 

Her hair was a cloud of black corn silk ' 
And her eyes were era*raid green 
Her skin was satin as white as milk 

And she had the air of a queen. i 

Her voice veswarm and her touch was soft 
Her smile broke forth like the sun 
She moved with the grace of the birds aloft 
And she nodded to everyone. 

But her heart was black and her soul was dead 
And her laugh’s was the devil’s own, 
She had laughed at ire md shaken her head 
And had left me all alone. 

Her mem’ry to me was a haunted dream 

Of restless, tossing sleep j 

Like the shattering echo of a scream 

Through the brain’s subconscious sweep; 

The hated smell of her perfume clung 
So that my nostrils ached, 

As though a thousand bells had rung 
This odor held me awake. 

Her touch was still upon my hand 
I could not wash it away 
And though I scrubbed it well with sand ' 
It would forever stay. 


I saw the sparkle of the sun 
As it fell upon her hair 
Of finest silk by fairy spun 
Like seafoam tossed in air, 

I felt its softness on my face 
And cursed my mortal akin. 


[ 


let the rain fall in its place 
To forget what might have been. 

A murmured phrase, a voice low 
Came creeping to my ear 

From her red lips the words that flowed 
I could not help but hear. 

The stars and sun and wind of God 
Can’t clean the clouded mind; 

The mem’ry of a smile and nod 
Is very hard to blindl 

But far worse still is a blinding love 
For one whose heart is cold 

For her my hopes of Heaven above 
To the devil I wbuldhave sold. 

Karolyn Curtis 
Sept 10, 1946 

++++++++++++♦++++++++++++♦+++++++++++++ 
Written in panama, November, 1943: 
REDEDICATED TO ARABIA* 

'The girls in the States 
Have a shortage of dates. 

We’re glad to relate 
That’s not our sade fatej" 


l 
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News Notea from Raa Tanura 

by Fletcher W, Johnson 

The Desert Serenadera certainly 
lived up to advance notices, and Raa 
Tanura truly had a great evening dancing 
to thoir popular melodies on Thursday, 
The following people were instaumental 
in making it one of the best dances 
yet held at RaanTanura, 

Dave Smith - Chairman 

General Committee* 

John Ricca 
' Jean Johnson 
Ann La Gana 
. Kay Avinger 
June Schott 

H, L, Thompson , 

• Carter Me Mullen 

Jack Heyser - Special Lighting 

Effects. 

George Williams 'i 

Karolyn Curtis ) Decorations and 

Gus Von Maur ) Publicity 

Jimmee Fullerton of Dhahran for 
for Orchestra Arrangements & Transport, 

♦+++++ 

The Mens’ Singles Tennis ^ournament 
is getting under way, and at this moment 
the following have signed ups W.H.Gronde 
Tom Laney, Frank Tracy, Charlis Johnson, 
Joe Troy, Bud Parks, Dave Smith, Lt, W. 
P. Lamb, Lt. W. E,. Watkins, Art, Chute, 

P. J. Bowen, Herb Blank, Rred Russell, 
and Joe Rees. Henry Gronde advises 
that there is still plenty of time to 
sign up and is anxious that all tennis 
players get in this tournament, 
i • 

The Management at Ras Tanura gave 
I our good friend Pete Silvan! a farewell 
j dinner Wednesday evening in the Family 
! Dining Room. Floyd Cole had a special 
jdinner lined up that pleased everyone 
j present, Pete is retiring and we all 
1 wish him the BEST. 

We welcome John C. Vaughan to Ras 
Tanura. John will be working with Ed. 
jBemis at. the Garage. It was a pleasant 
: surprise for me to see him as I had 
previously known him in Central America, 

In 1939 Perry Nelson was a hard 
hitting lineman on the famous University 
of Michigan football team that made * 

! history at that school. Perry received 
Honorable Mention on the ALL AMERICAN 
SELECTION that season by many sports 
writers all over the States. 

Dr, Duncan Harmon, the new Araraco 
dentist, has arrived in Ra3 Tanura, Dr. 
IXinean will spend a week here and two 
weeks at Dhahran, then here for another 
week, etc. 

Exr-Sheriff Duggan Hill and Jack 
Haskett are off for a well deserved 


local leave in Asmara, Hill reports 
that if there is any Camel Rustling 
around Asmara, he’ll be glad to devote 
a little time to the case, providing, 
they make it worth while. (Note to. 
Stranger-Ford - please keep a close 
watch on Hill.) 

The Ras Tanura Basketball League 
had their first meeting to.discuss the 
coming hoop season. Chalrmap Lefty 
”IT‘S NOTE THE INSTRUMENT, IT’S THE 
OPERATION" Oliveira, reports a lively 
session. Among those present were 
Jerry "Speed Boy" King, Joe Reee, White]' 
White, Leo Sullivan, Dale Grey, Rudy 
York, and Jim Hudson. Lefty is hoping 
that Dhahran will make an entry into th« 
Basketball League, so everyone interest¬ 
ed, please call or drop a note to IEFTY 
OLIVEIRA at Ras Tanura. 

It was certainly good to see Fred 
Vaughn of Transportation and Vern "Al" 
Thomas of the Refinery back from Home 
Leave. 

Some of the new arrivals at Ras • 
Tanura are Miss Adele E. Kerr, Louis M. 
Hutchinson, Harry Walker, Mrs. Eva 
Howae, Mrs. Belle Vaughn, Mrs. Helen 
Thompson, Mrs. Isabelle Garland, Mrs. 
Marion Keok, Miss Susan Ellen Keck, and 
Mrs. Marcile Von Bieberstein. Miss 
Betty Clark also arrived for the Ras 
Tanura hospital staff. 

Mrs, Tex Evans won the Ladies’ 
Floor Prize at the Dance, which was two 
dolls dressed in Arab costumes. Bob 
Walker had the lucky number,for the 
Gentlemens' Prize and received a unit 
of Harwood bubbles. 

Fred Brush has returned to Ras 
Tanura after an interesting local 
leave in Teheran. Fred.reports that 
the food and service at Teheran hotels 
and restaurants compares to pre-war 
Europe. 

Ralph Reed and Gordon Trombly 
have changed their plans to route thru 
the Pacific on Home Leave. Instead 
they will fly to Paris for a short stop¬ 
over and then go to London where they 
hope to catch the QUEEN ELIZABETH for 
New York, 

Bob Van °euersem and Jim Poole 
from Government Relations in Dhahran 
have been visitors in Ras Tanura for a 
few days. 

It is interesting to know that 
the Dhahran Stars Bowling Team have 
certainly made a good record in the 
Bowling League, They sport such flaehy 
bowlers as Sam "STRIKE BALL" Hobbs; 

Ernie "NINE BALL" Oness; Miles Lupien; 

Al Kienholz; and Johnnie "YOU .SAID IT" 

Me Phllimy,(see next page) 






















September 22. 19 


"Sun ft Flare” 


-5- 


News Notes from Ras Tanura (continued) 
by Fletcher W. Johns 9 n 

The following ladies from Dhahran 
were at the dance Thursday evening* 
Marjorie Mitchell, Peggy Lehaou, May- 
belle Fry, Edna Lupien, Martha Reed, 
Dorothy Mainardy, Eleanor Stow, Ray 
Hostick, and Mary Whiffen (TWA Hostess) 
(If there are any others I overlooked, 

I apologize.) 

Bud Stewart one time played with 
the Seattle Baseball Club in the Coast 
League. Due to an injury, Bud gave up 
professional baseball, otherwise, he 
would have gone up to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers in the National League. 

Aramco pilot, Tom Makibbin reports 
that Rosie Hendershott of Banco out at 
Awall has invented a concoction that 
tops Zombies, Sharaals, Hurricanes, and 
even Skull fr Bones. He tried out a few 
on "Hap" Williams and Al Shaw at pre¬ 
sent at Awali on loan to Bapco. 

+++++++<►+++++++++++■*■++++++++++++++++♦+ 


Sand Fleas 


by Susie Shanel 


'~!— 


Rip Van Winkle slept for twenty 
years. So has the average person of 
sixty! When it oomes to sustaining 
human life, sleeping plays an even r«ore 
important part than eating. We can livo 
three or four times as long without 
food as we can without sleep. 

Exactly what sleep is and what 
causes it, nobody knows — though 
science has diligently sought the 
answer since anoient times* Science t; 
does, however, know practically every¬ 
thing else about the subject. 

Eight hours is the average require¬ 
ment* The quality of your sleep, how¬ 
ever, is more important than the quan¬ 
tity, Tests have repeatedly demonstra¬ 
ted that six hours of deep sl^eep is more 
beneficial than eight hours «f shallow 
slumber. 

Workers can perform th«5LT duties 
satisfactorily with as little as four 
or five hours* sleep, while shinies (or 
mental workers) require a fi*ll eight 
hours to function at top efficiency. 

Actually the deepest J.evel of 
sleep is reached about ona hour after 
sleep begins. And tests have shown 
that alcohol aids sleep during the 
first three hours or* four hours, but 

hampers it for the rest of the night. 

• 

A letter to one of t]|e gals from 
home says that Camels, coke, beer, and 
tar-feathering spirits are hard to find.' 
Arabian summer is summer all the while. 


only it gets hotter than hot. A saddle 
horn is the dash board on a saddle. 

Sand is something that gets into your 
shoes besides your feet. 

And now for the heavier side* 
(Machiavelli, if you like him$: 

"Notice men’s moods and adapt 
yourself to them* laugh with them when 
they are merry and pull a long face 
when they are solemn. It is absurd to 
be wise with fools and foolish with the 
wise* you must speak to each one in his 
own language. 

"Be courteous? it costs little 
and helps much? to be of use and to 
know how to show yourself of use is to 
be doubly useful; it is idle to please 
yourself if you do not please others. 

“Never be so intimate with a 
friend that he may injure you should he 
become your enemy, and never use your 
enemy so ill that he can never become 
your friend. 

"Be careful in your speech. There 
is always time to put in a word, never 
to withdraw one; truth is the most 
dangerous weapod a man can wield and so 
he must wield it with caution." 

Smart boy', that Miohiavelli, who 
lived and loved in the 15th Century. 

4"*~*++-f+*+++++++++++++‘f++++++++++++++++ 



"Sorry, we’re so short on beds, 
Charlie —— do you think that’ll 
be eriough cover?" 

+++++++H++++++++++++++++++++++f+H++++ 

There will be a formal dance at the 
Dhahran Swimming Bool Gardens on 
Thursday evening September 26 from 
9 to 12. Yes, the band will be there! 
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Highlights from Abqaiq 

by Wally Wilson 

The inauguration of the Abqaiq 
Club Thursday evening September 19th, 
set a social precedent that will be 
diffifalt to follow in the future. Thru 
the oompliments of - 
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Turners and Mrs. Washburn all had a 
wpnderful time. 

To the individuals who were respon¬ 
sible for the success of this gala 
affair -i- f we of Abqaiq thank youl 

++++.+++++++++++4"f+++++++4>++++++++++++++ 

lesYt 


Curran-Lunde Engineering Ccrp 
Adcock Construction Co 
Prince Air Conditioning Cm 
Hundeby Electrical Co 
Bird & Harper Interior Djatgn & 

Painting Co 

Bartlett Catering Co - and 
Aramco Finance.Corp 

The Abqaiq Club opened on scheduled 
time. From the moment the doom were 
flung off their hinges the Cli> buzzed 
with activity. The new bar w t % the 
major attraction for all concnfjped, 
stocked with every form of bevejrage, . 
spirited and otherwise., to tak»<care of 
the thirsty crowd. The evening* began 
with gusto! The crowd cheered ipprec- 
iatively at the solendor *of hoefdtality. 
Soon the Club was filled to c.npi city, 
but there always seemed to be iton for 
more. 

At 8*00 p.m. dinner was sefved in 
the Abqaiq dining room. Tablna were 
covered with food! Anti-pa lobster 

cocktail - chilled tomato juice - Arab¬ 
ian Fried chicken - golden corn - sweet 
potatoes - apple pie - cheese, and ice 
cream were the main attractions on the 
menu. Food came out of the kitchen as 
it never did before. Waiters >«re run¬ 
ning about keeping the tables /oil. 
Members and guests came swee-oin| through 
tno doors in the dining room by the 
dozens. There was plenty for all and 
more to spare. After the dinner’, the 
crowd again returned to the Abqaiq Club 
for further entertainment and Wincing. 

To the majority, the evening was a 
social success! 

I 

Footnotes from the Dance Floor: 

"Ma" Fritzie who enjoyed every minute 
of splendor. The Haug twins, identical 
without a doubt, caused a sensation on 
the dance floor, for you neveI• knew 
which one you were dancing witti. Shirley 
Mitchell and Ann Moore from Efehrein did 
a wonderful job for the Abqa^l morale, 
Jaok Mahoney looking under e*:ry table 
for gossip. Nadine Dougherty convoyed 
by Johnny Lunde and Bob Ogilv V*; Dorothy 
Lovett and Johnny Oasueretti^ who did a 
good job keening out of sighi; after 
their arrival. Tom Bartlett drying to 
keep everybody happy at the some time, 
and did a good job at that! ttloyd 
Meeker and Ross Flackmeier, who didn’t 
miss a thing, Kenny Curran m Jo was "Out 
of this world". The HattrutiA$ Lillys, 


Betfdah Jots by Warren 

A mild summer for humid Jeddah 
rapidly reversed its course and turned 
on the he .t this week in time to wel¬ 
come Dick Harney, Ed Logan and "Mac" 

Lacksye of IBBMI, Dhahran Airport, when 
when they-arrived in Jeddah to install 
six new Badger Saltwater distillation 
units for the Saudi Arab Government. 
Theirs is a worthy mission, for with 
pilgrims already arriving via sea and 
air, some relief for the acute water 
shortage now existing is severely need¬ 
ed. 

iiS w ’ i . ' 

Latest addition to the Jeddah 
household is Eleanor Johnson who flew 
down frdm-Cpiro On the SA-T-5, the new¬ 
est of the King’s planes, which arrived 
here on August 23rd. 

News may well be where you find 
it, and when you can find nylons in thq 
Jeddah Suq that is really news.. That’s 
what Cliff Lee learned when he received 
a clipping from a Lodi newspaper re¬ 
counting details of Mrs; I^e’s receipt 
of three pair of nylons from Arabia. 

It was good to see Pete Hart, I 
Dhahran Consul, when he arrived in 
Jeddah on the 12th for a brief visit 
with Mrs. Childs, the new American Mini¬ 
ster; Pete was a Jeddawi before he 
settled down in Dhahran. i i 

Seen in passing this last week 
were two young ladies with parents •—r / 
Mias Nan Cooper, and Miss "Pinkie" 
Alexander, enroute from a visit to 
Asmara, Jack Curry past a flying vote [ 
from Asmara as he passed us, but for 
some reason Earl Beckwith was not shar- ! 
ing that enthusiasm, i 

+++++++ 

^ 4 ! t ’ i 

To Warren Johnson: We are most happy 
to welcome the start of news from Jedda* 
and certainly hope time will permit to 
let us have some news each week as pro¬ 
mised. . ; . | 

To new comers: 'Aramco maintains 
an Offioe, or better, headquarters at 
Jeddah to handle Government Relations 
functions at that end. Meet the staff: 
"Stu” Campbell, in charge, Warren , 

Johnson (and- EA&anor to whom we say wel¬ 
come), Cliff Lee, and Harry McNesby, 
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Dh&hran Gleans 


! 


Who sacrificed 2500 rupees for a 1 
trip to Bahrein last week-end? 

Ray Sordini and Ray Jenkins will 
be pleased to know the bottle they pur-' 
chased in Cairo from a street hawker 
has been analyzed by the Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment and found to be the lowest grade 
of tea. 

We may have heard about higher 
bids, but it took Me Illwain the lower 
the price of the Sphinx to $120. That 
| is cheap, Mac, if you could get it. 

The Irish are very proud for 
some unknown reason — and someone said 
when they made •’Money-Bags'* Murphy, 
they threw the mold away. Somebody I 
made a mistake. 

One of the hardest working indiv¬ 
iduals hereabouts is Walt Lydiksen, the 
interior decorator, who sputters and 
spurts while he works. Added to his 
woes recently* the velour drapes were 
taken from the stenographer's house and 
instead of being dry-cleaned they were 
laundered. Did he snort??Jl 

Joe fculton says that his friends 
were puzzled over the word "tiara”. Joe, 
a .tiara is a crowning glory. What you 
were wearing was something to check 
your receding hairline. 

* r* * # ' *• v* • • -• * 

Water jugs are intended for water, 
we believe; and in the winter time may 
be used for coffee. (Just an aside,) 


Who said Texas is proud of its j 
onions? What about its prunes and prune, 
pickers? God even smiled on the cotton , 
pickers in Powell. Seriously, Texas is 1 
a proud State and has every reason to 
be — what State is bigger? — what 
State brags about its various climates 
— what State brags? 

J j. ♦_ * i i i J,' * ' ’ 1 

Barney Blain reports enroute to ! 
the Field Neil Anderson received word 
from San Francisco that Vernia Walker I 
was leaving to catch up with his group,j 
When the plane landed and Vernia Walker ! 
alighted — a male employee for the 
Toolhouse, someone was crest-fallen. 

While "Vern” Walker is n«w to 
Arabia, he is no new employee to a lot 
of the oil men here in Arabia. He is ’ j 
late from La Havra and has been working j 
in practically all the oil fields on the] 
Pacific Coast for years. 

Cun we say that a new definition 
for T W A is - "Tired Way Across"? 

Abqaiq was indeed grateful for 
the large number of ladies present on 


Thursday night to mark the occasion of 
their Clubhouse opening, Abqaiq will 
remember their first dance, as a success 

Recently Stevie Furman had a head- 
cold and was observed sitting on the 
edge of the pool with his feet dangling 
in the water, Mrs. Rowen asked why he 
was not in the water and he replied he 
had a cold. "That’s strange,” said Mrs, 
Rowen, "wiy put your feet in the water?" 
"Well, the cold is in ray head and note 
ray feet," replied the bright one. 

Honorable mention goes to Laura 
Lilly this week. Why? For acting as a 
chaperone Thursday evening. 

We a.ill shout Dick Hattrup is an 
engineer — and not a road engineer, at 
that. Why was he bogged down on the way 
to Abqaiq Thursday? 

"Curly" Wagner is a promising 
individual — however, when he makes a 
promise to tote someone to Ras Tanura, 
can you blame him for leavihg without 
his charge if he cannot find him? 


Last week Randy Nickerson bade 
farewell to his Dad as the boat pulled 
away from A1 Khobar. The plan was for 
Senior to go to Bahrein, and board a 
ship for Basra where he was to spend his 
local leave. H6 boarded the boat at 
Bahrein alright. Three days after his 
"departure", Randy Jr. received a phone 
call — the caller was shouting "This is 
your father" —"I don't believe it,"said 
Randy,*hiy father is in Basra,” "Listen 
Randy, I'm in Ras Tanura, enroute to 
Basra the hard way .... maybe this ship 
will pull out in a few days, then I'll 
be on my way,” 


Did you know that the sign above 
pawnshops back home is a steal from the 
coat-of-arms belonging to the De Medici 
family? Following the Renaissance, they 
were money-lenders, money-traders, etc. 
What semblance of a coat-of-arms can be 
used for money traders today? 

Perhaps the DanCe Committee at 
Dhahran feei that a dance every Thursday 
evening would spoil a good thing. We 
will hear from them later. 

The wives who arrived aboard 
Hoegh's "Silver Star^ (a Norwegian shin 
had a delightful trip, thanks to Capt, 
L. Bache-Torgersen and his crew. They 
left New York on August IS. A three 
day stop at Genoa and a week in Naples 
they thoroughly enjoyed. They will 
never forget their trip to the Isle of 
Capri, One wife stated "travel is a 
pleasure under such conditions." Of 
course at Naples a few of them could not 
resist the Italian paintings offered to 
them for sale. You'll see some of them 
soon. "Italians are truly artists". 
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Dhahran Golf News 


Two groups of golfers out last 
Friday were pleased to see that work 
has started on the golf course. The 
contractor started working on the 6th 
and 7th greens Friday morning, and it 
is anticipated that all work on tees 
and greens will be completed by October 
10. If everything works according to 
schedule, there will be a big opening 
day tournament on October 11th at which 
prizes will be given for long drives, 
closest to the pin on the 1th, greatest 
number of putts, whiffed shots, and 
other blind bogey prizes. Watch for 
confirmation of the grand opening date 
and arrangements. 

It has been noted that many golf¬ 
ers are teeing their ball up in the 
fairways. Such a practice is not con¬ 
ducive to good golf in inter-club 
matches with Bapco. and/or Ras Tanura, 
and accordingly, the committee has 
ruled that all Dhahran matches will be 
played on a play-em-as-they-lie basis 
except that winter rules will prevail 
at all times. In other words, you will 
not be permitted to place your ball on 
a wooden or rubber tee in the fairway, 
but you will be permitted to improve 
your lie with the head of your club. 
Golfers should bear in mind when turn-, 
ing in score® of games played off tees 
that handicaps will, be figured from 
that score, and that same handicap will 
be used in figuring strbkes given or 
taken in tournaments where teeingMip 
will not be permitted. 

Golf Committee. 

+++++++♦++++♦++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Cave If 

2 2 

2 0 0 0 0 

0 

Flackraeier o 

3 1 

1 0 0 12 0 

1 

Weathers lb 

4 0 

1 0 0 3 0 

2 . 

Baker 3b 

3 0 

0 0 0 1 1 

1 i 

Yaeger 2b 

3 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

1 .. 

Squires p 

2 0 

0 0 0 0 Q 

0 

Carlson, as 

3 1 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 

Jones sf 

3 1 

0 0 0 3 0 

0 

One s s rf 

3 0 

2 0 0 2 0 

.0 

Albright ef 

3 0 

00000. 

0 

Suter p 

1 1 

1 0 0 0 2 

0 

Totals 

31 6 

7 0 0 21 3 

6 

Left on Bases 6 

, Earned Runs 3, 


ARMY 


• 


Andrews 3b 

4 1 

2 0 0 3 2 

1 

Wilkinson rf 

3 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 

Bianchi ss 

4 1 

10 0 12 

1 

Savil : .le lb 

3 0 

1 1 0 1 0 

0 

Aus3Ley lb 

3 1 

0 0 0 6 0 

1 

j Freedman cf 

3 0 

0 0 o o o 

0 

Suchocki sf 

3 1 

1 0 0 2 0 

1 

Wicker c 

3 1 

1 0 0 4 2 

0 

• Me Gregor 2b 

. 3 1 

1 0 0 2 0 

4‘ 

Jacabello p 

31 

10 0 12 

0 

i Totals 

37 7 

8 1 0 20 8 

6 


Two base hits, 3 Andrews, Bianchi, 
Suchocki; left on bases 5, earned runs 

Umpires: Hansen and Stanley 

•I'.*' ** * * 9 , ,f " , • 
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Water Volleyball Tournament Standings: 


On the Diamond 


By Bill Mulligan 


Array Airbase softball team won . 
their second straight game Sunday from 
Dhahran's Eager Beavers, by a score 
7-6, Frankly, though close and hard 
fought to the very last inning, it was 
one of the poorest games either team 
haw played all season. Somehow or other 
Army's eight hits over Dhahran*s seven 
was enough of a margin to overcome their 
eight errors over Dhahran's six. 

Neither infield was up to snuff 
and bobbled balls and sleepy players 
allowed runners to advance and score in 
most unpredictable fashion, 

Barney Robertson's certified score 
book tells the story better than any 
recapitulation: (see next column')- 


Floyd Meeker returned from Local Leave 
in Teheran; ask him about American Beer! 


Team 
The Five 

The Eager Beavers 
The Shineys 
Array No, 1 
Army No, 2 
General Services 
Dhahran Dollies 
Dhahran Shaikhs 


Joints Sets ^layed 


65 

55 

35 

30 

20 

15 

15 

5 


5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

4 
2 


The Eager Beavers and the Shineys 
played one of the closest sets of the 
season. Eager Beavers winning 23-21, 
23-21, 21-19. General Services and The 
Dhahran Shaikhs postponed their game. 
The Dhahran Dollies pulled out of the 
cellar with 15 points gained by Army 
No.l's failure'to show. The Five took 
Array No, 2 in three fast games, 21-18, 
21-19, 51-17. 

+++++++++++++++++♦+++++++++++++++++♦++• 
Local Leavers traveling to Teheran ... 

* ' t *’ 

You must obtain your entrance 
visa at Basra, Ira^, before you attempt 
to enter Iran (Persia). 
























" > "Sun & Flare” -9- September 2§, 19 4& 


Bridge News by Bob Albright 

The Night of Bridge held in the 
lounge last Wednesday night was a huge 
success. Seven tables went into play 
promptly at 8 p.ra. The Grand Prize 
offered for the partners which compiled 
the highest total score for three rubb¬ 
ers was won by John Mac Kay and Tommy 
Roy, However, they didn't get away 
with too much of a margin, as Bill Jones 
and Norton Jaggard were the "runner ups' 
with a 4890, and not much below was Mrs, 
Cypher and Mrs. Boone who placed third 
for high score with 3980 points. 

The table prices for winning two 
rubbers out of three were taken by the 
following partners: 

Chris Christensen and Mai Parker 
won over Bob Albright and Dick Reade. 

• ' » t + , i 

Earl Pisle and arm Hart won over 
Vol Williams and Nadine Dougherty. 

George Mattice and Ed Dzielski 
won over Bill Yaeger and Lou Goodyear. 

Mary Cypher and Thelma Boone won 
over Bill Otto and Albert Shipp. 


lines; 1) Initially, the only entrants 
accepted would be in pairs who would be 
considered permanent t>artners. At later 
meetings, arrangements could be made for 
pivoting or changing partners during an 
evening. 2) Change opponents every 
six hinds. 3) Hold meetings every 
second Saturday in the Clubhouse Theatre. 
4) Charge a 5 rupee door fee nightly 
to be distributed as follows: 3 rupees 
toward prizes to 1st and 2nd high couple s 
each evening; 2 rupees accumulated towaid 
prise i for four-meeting grarid prize to 
1st .lid and 3rd couples. 5) Start 

meetings at 7:45 and start no new tables 
after 11 75 M. 6) Discuss possibility 

of initiat’d on fees or dues to cover the 
cost of cards, refreshments, table 
covers, etc, 7) Duplicate tourna¬ 

ments at a later date. 

i>ll those interested in joining 
the Club should write or phone Bill 
Jones (108-J-l) during office hours and 
give him your name and your partner's 
name and any suggestions you wish to 
make. 

• 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Ras Tanura Sport Flashes by Ralph Reed 


Mr. 4 Mrs, Walt Dunten won over 
Russ Nelson and Mrs. Singelyn. 

Bill Jones and Norton Jaggard won 
pver Jeff Thornton and Walt Fernander. 

— and last, but not least, John 
Mac Kay and Tommy Roy won over George 
Franco and Jim Steele, 

In spite of the uncomfortable heat 
in the lounge., everyone certainly en¬ 
joyed an evening of bridge, A great 
deal of interest was expressed in either 
forming a Bridge Club or organizing a 
tournament in the very near future. 


Sam Hobbs, member of the Dhahran 
Stars Bowling Team is now leading the 
League with a high average of 170. 

The Dhahran Stars came up here 
and damned near won the pennant, but 
missed it by one game — they are sure 
hotter than fire crackers. They won 
5 out of 6 games. Bill Me Lain of Sam's 
Shamal Samplers had to make a fiOO-game 
to beat them in the last one. 

The Dhahran Stars consist'of: 


Sam Hobbs, A1 Kienholz, Miles 
Lupien, Johnny Me Philimy and Ernie Ones 


s. 


++++++++ 

Let's Start A Bridge Club 


Can you imagine what the scores 
of this Dhahran Team would be if they 
had their own Bowling Alleys? 


Several of Dhahran's fridge 
Players have expressed the desire and 
the need for coming a bridge club in 
Dhahran, There are several groups in 
camp who play bridge among themselves 
who would like to get together with 
other groups, and such a club would 
serve to get all bridge players acquain¬ 
ted and facilitate arranging private 
bridge evenings. Also, there are prob¬ 
ably numerous new-comers to Dhahran who 
would like to play, but who do not know 
who among their new associates play 
bridge. 

Present thoughts are that the 
club would function along the following 


++++++++++ 

You heard about the 7 foot shark 
caught by the esteemed Commodore Fred 
Schauss of the Ras Tanura Yachting, 

Deep Sea Fishing and Clam Bake Societie 3 
a week ago. 

Well, the Fishermen at Ras Tanura 
- including eagle-eye Fred - have their 
lamps open and their lines ready for a 
12-foot shark seen off the pier. The 
lines from five fishing outfits have 
already been broken in an attempt to 
haul him in. What did we do with the 
7-footer? What would you do with wome- 
thing that became odoriferous? We did' 
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Birthdays for the Coming Week: 


Buck Bowman 

Sept 

22 

Bob Witherow 

Sept 

22 

Lonnie Dickerson 

Sept 

22 

Jim Steele 

Sept 

22 

Scott Buckley 

Sept 

24 

Glen Sheets 

Sept 

24 

Patrick Malone 

Sept 

24 

John Ames 

Sept 

25 

Wilson Ford 

Sept 

25 

Mollie Me Carthy 

Sept 

25 

Carl Templeton 

Sept 

26 

Bill Grant 

Sept 

26 

Gene Egbert 

Sept 

26 

Bill Burleigh . 

Sept 

27 

Eleanor Stow 

Sept 

27 

Ole SJolie 

Sept 

27 

Herman Houston 

Sept 

27 

Parker Snow • ! 

Sept 

27 

Mickie Noose’ 

Sept 

28 

Ozzie Brendell 

Sept 

28 

Evelyn Squires 

Sept 

28 

Dick 'Miller 

Sept 

28 

Leo Collins ; 

Sept 

28 

Flynn Bach 

Sept 

28 

Earl Beck 

Sept 

29 

Marie Ross 

Sept 

29 

The Field Joins in 

wishing 

you 

"Many Happy Returns 

1 of the 

DayJ" 


+++++++++-++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Motion Picture Notices 

"Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo" MGM 
w/ Spencer Tracy,Phyllis Thaxter 
Also MARCH OF TIME 
At Dhahran- Sept 22 - 23 
At Ras Tanura - Sept 24 - 25 
At Abqaiq - Sect 28 

"Salty O’Rourke" Paramount 
w/ Alan Ladd, Gail Russell 
also SHORTS 

At Dhahban - Sept 24 - 25 
At Ras Tanura - Sept 26 - 27 
At Abqaiq - Sept 29 

"Kismet" MGM 

w/ Ronald Colman, Marlene Dietrich 
also NEWS 

At Dhahran - Sept 26 - 27 
At Ras Tanura - Sept 28 - 29 
At Abqaiq - October 2nd, 

TOUR SHOWS NOW AT 12:30 NOON -o-o-o-o- 

+++++++++++ , f+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Notes Off the Pillow Case . 

. • 

Bill Whitmer is now in Ras Tanura 
and Bill Campbell is working in Dhahran. 
Mrs, T. V, Stapleton pceupied the Ladies 
Ward for four days, Charles Duke was 
the ATC representative for this week. 
Paul Roraanenghi replaced Clem Gibbs 
from Abqaiq, for that 10-day treatment. 
We had John Jordan of the Laundry for a 
few days, Bryan Denson stayed 48 hours, 




Notes Off the Pillow Case - continued 

Red Luman abandoned Transportation for 
Ward I, a companion to Jack Wylie of the 
A/C Shop, "Dick" Dickerson was admittec 
Tuesday, Marvin Me Closkey of Construc¬ 
tion is trying oub bed-board treatment, 
Nick Bibbey of Production came here oh 
Thursday, 

Nurse Elizabeth Clark arrived on 
Tuesday and Joined the Ras Tanura Hospi¬ 
tal Staff, Pauline Alexander returned 
to Dhahran, 

Mr, Daniels, head nurse of the 
Arabian Hospital became a father of a 
son almost two weeks ago, 

I lost my voice, sense of smell, 
taste, and my temper this week. When I 
finally lost my patience I decided to 
become a patient, 

’Til next week, Jackie 

I . • ' • - , •• . , 

+-H-+++++ : »++-H-++++ l ltMllimni l HIHt t ) 

At the Ras Tanura Hospital ,,.,,, 

we have Karolyn Curtis, and Lucy 
Sutherlin; Harry Anderson, Harold Bankfci■ 
Porky Burns, David Baker, George Culver, 
William Coats, Jim Fitzsimmons, John 
Lannon, Joe Me Albrook, and V, Stouphtor 
Seamen: Carl Sundell, Peter O’Neill, 
and Hans Boehl. 

+++++■++++++4 , ++ . +-f-f+++++ i f4 , ++4'+4'+ * H -M -H 

Music' for Listening 

Swimming Pool Gardens,- Monday, 

Sept 23 at 8:30 p,m. Prelude to "The 
Meistersinger" (Wagner); Air,by Bach; 
Visi D’Arte from Tosca (Puccini); 
Selections from Rosamunds (Schubert); 
Elegy, Do Not Go My Love, Coming Thru 
the Rye (Hageraan); Dance of the Seven 
Veils, from Salome (Richard Strauss), 

Opera Series — 

Clubhouse Theatre, Friday, Sept 
27, at 4 P,m, "Pagliaeci" 

Gaetano Merolo, conductor; cast: Raul 
Jobin, Nadine Connor, Ivan Petroff, 
George Chevenousky. 

++++++++++++++++-f+++++++4-++’M-+++-M-+-f++ 

* 

To Mr, X (who was lost out in the 

desert, two weeks ago) - 

Space did not permit this week to 
publish your letter. It will be pub¬ 
lished on September 29th when we will 
all learn from your own words Just how 
a condition such as you nyere in should 
be handled, 

+++++++++++++++-H-+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bob Coughlin who left Arabia for Home 
leave today will attend the National 
Safety Council Convention in Chicago, 


















